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Constitution Party seeks
foothold in Northern Tier

BY NATALIE KENNEDY
-Wellsboro Gazette

The Constitution Party is plan-
ning to get organized in Tioga
Couty.

To do that, they need more

Founding Fathers created is be-
ing ruined. Our goal is to fix
that.”

The Constitution Party has its
roots in the U.S. Taxpayers Par-
ty, founded in 1992. The name

members. To get changed to
new members, Constitution
the party is plan- Party in 1999.
ning to hold a In 2008, presi-
meeting to ex- dential and
plain their posi- VP candidates
tion on a number Chuck Bald-
of issues. win and Dar-
Brian Tevlin, a rell Castle gar-
Constitution Par- nered 199,314
ty member and a votes.
party organizer, The Consti-
said the organi- tution Party is
zational meeting the third larg-
for the Constitu- est political
tionParty isbeing party in terms
held on Thurs- of voter reg-
day, March 4, istration, said
at 6 p.m. in the Brian Tevlin Tevlin. There
Wellsboro Com- are 367,000 reg-

munity Center on Queen Street.
Meetings will continue on the
first Thursday of each month.
“Our government has grown
way beyond our means at all
levels,” said Tevlin. “We feel the
Constitution is being trampled
upon. We believe that what our

Italian Dinner

Sunday, Feb. 28
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Knoxville Community Centej
Adults, $7; 10 and under, $4;
Pre-school, free
Benefits the Northern Tier
Recreation Authority

istered Constitution Party vot-
ers, probably more since not all
states tally voters by party affili-
ation.

The party has adopted a plat-
form. Tevlin added that it is the
only party that is completely:

* Pro-life.

* Pro-states’ rights.

» Pro Second Amendment (the
right to keep and bear arms).

* Pro-Constitutional  limited
government.

The Constitution Party oppos-
es: illegal immigration and open
borders, U.S. policy being dic-
tated by the United Nations, un-
declared unconstitutional wars
(such as Iraq and Afghanistan),
and free trade and all interna-
tional trade agreements (such
as North American Free Trade
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Agreement and General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade).

A former Republican, Tevlin
switched parties after dissatis-
faction with the action of govern-
ment officials.

“We've heard about change,
but it's not the right change”
said Tevlin. “We need to get back
to the basics and beliefs that
founded this country. If we go
much further, there will be no
turning back.”

The Constitution Party is a
grassroots organization. Many of
the party’s beliefs and platforms -
are similar to those expressed at
TEA Parties across the nation.

The meeting on March 6 is the
first step toward organizing a
county chapter of the Constitu- |
tion Party. There are currently 15-

20 registered Constitution Party |
members in Tioga County, said |
Tevlin. Representatives from the
county will attend a state con-
vention on March 27 in Carlisle.

“QOur goal is not to be in poli-
tics; our goal is to defend the |
Constitution and the people,” |
Tevlin added. “I dont think a lot |
of us understand what our rights
are or all of our freedoms. If you
don’t know what your rights are,
it's hard to realize when they are
being taken away from you.”

For more information on the
Constitution Party, visit the state |
party’s Web site at www.consti-
tutionpartypa.com, the national
party Web site at www.constitu- |
tionparty.com or e-mail Tevlin at |
btevlin@live.com.
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Osceola adopts

BY DONNA BLEND

Osceola Township Supervi-
sors adopted an ordinance to
protect the township’s roads
when they met in regular ses-
sion February 11. The ordinance




